My Educational Philosophy
Examining causes of declining achievement
19% of American high school graduates cannot read at a fifth-grade level. Thirty-two million adults can’t read at all. In 2022, the average ACT score fell to its lowest point in thirty years.
These are not data glitches. This is the result.
So why is no one talking about it? The average high school graduate comprehends roughly a quarter of the subject material they were supposedly taught. That number hasn’t moved in thirty years — even as we’ve quietly lowered the bar they had to clear to get there. Which means the real number, measured against any honest standard, is worse than a quarter. It has been getting worse the whole time we’ve been telling ourselves it was holding steady.
These students are supposed to be our future leaders. We are not treating them like it. Most high school students today cannot pass a basic citizenship test — cannot tell you how their own government works, the government that will tax them, write their laws, and shape every single day of their adult lives. We have handed them a country and never taught them how it runs.
And it isn’t confined to civics. The United States has the largest economy on Earth, and its 15-year-olds rank 28th out of 37 developed nations in math — 34th out of 81 countries worldwide. Our university system, the envy of the world for a century, has been slipping in global rankings for years. We are a wealthy nation. We are a world power. How long do either of those last if this is the foundation underneath them? Education is the single biggest issue facing this country, and somehow, almost no one is saying so out loud.
Start with the people we’ve asked to fix it. Too few college students are majoring in education, and it isn’t a mystery why. Search “teacher gets punched” and watch the videos pile up — teachers shoved, kicked, cursed at, filmed doing it. Then look at the paycheck waiting for them at the end. Who signs up for that?
We are in a fragile moment right now. We asked teachers to teach through a screen, then asked them to walk back into a classroom and repair the social and emotional wreckage remote learning left behind in their students — while carrying their own. And into that same classroom, into rooms full of kids functioning years below grade level, we are placing teachers who were never given sufficient training in basic instructional methodology to begin with.
That should alarm every single one of us.
Then there’s home. Most parents don’t know how to support a child through school, and almost no one is giving them the tools to try. The real conversation nobody wants to have is about how the family itself has changed. Single-parent households are more common than ever. Even in two-parent homes, both parents are usually working full time, out of the house from eight in the morning until six or seven at night. They come home to cook dinner, bathe the kids, feed them — and then they’re supposed to sit down and do homework. Most nights, that last part doesn’t happen. We need to talk honestly about what’s failing in our communities and family structures, because it is landing in full on the educational system.
And we need to talk about the bureaucracy that’s supposed to be holding all of this up.
Policy in this country is written by bureaucrats, not by the educators standing in front of the classroom who actually see what’s broken. That has built a system with no accountability anywhere. Twenty-five percent proficiency among graduating seniors — and who gets held responsible for it? Which bureaucrat gets fired? We need administrators who actually know what is happening in their own classrooms, and we need a family structure so stretched thin that it can no longer function without support to get that support.
It now takes two incomes to get by. And somewhere along the way, we decided the answer was to put it all on the teacher. Teach the content. Handle the discipline. Instill the values a child is supposed to already have in place. Ask one person to be the parent, the counselor, and the instructor, all in the same fifty-minute period — and then act surprised when that person burns out.
That is the disconnect. That is why fewer people are majoring in education every single year. Ask them why, and it comes back to the same answer, every time: the money isn’t there.
Fix that, and everything else in this essay starts to move.
