90 Minute Literacy Block for Middle Schools
                    
                       Middle Schools - Grades 6-8
	
Reading Workshop
	10 Minutes       	Strategic Mini Lesson 
 	30 Minutes        	Guided Reading/ Independent 						Reading/1:1 Conferencing 
	5 Minutes		Reflective Journal 
	10 Minutes		Interactive Read-Aloud
	30 Minutes		Word Study Component 
	5 Minutes		Sharing/ Homework
	
Writing Workshop
	   10 Minutes		Strategic Mini Lesson
             30 Minutes	Writing Workshop: 
· Independent Writing 
· Guided Writing 
· Content Area Writing 
· Report Writing
 
10 Minutes   Share Meeting
                          10 Minutes   Interactive Read-Aloud
30 Minutes   Test Strategy Component 

Students will participate each day in 90 minutes of reading/ language arts instruction. During the literacy period, the reading/language arts teacher will involve students in Reading, writing, listening, discussing, and participating in interdisciplinary, hands-on projects. Teams will plan and schedule integrated curriculum units of study designed to support the development of literacy strategies.




Reading Workshop:  45 Minutes

Whole Class 10-15 Minutes

1. Strategy-driven mini-lesson 
2. Shared Reading Think Aloud Strategies include:
·    Skimming and Scanning for Main Idea and Details, Using  
     Charts, Maps, Captions, Inferential Thinking Skills, Locating Information
·    Rereading, Pacing, Adjusting Purposes for Reading

Small flexible groups based on student needs, 35 Minutes

1. Students may be involved in the following: independent Reading, buddy reading, guided reading with small groups. Strategies Include:
·    Using Phonics, Semantic, Syntactic Clues to Make Meaning,
·    Retelling Main Idea and Details,
·    Vocabulary Building,
·    Sequential Reasoning - Cause and Effect
·    Analysis Of Elements of Genres, Author’s Style, and  
     Techniques

To prepare for tests, students will work together in small, flexible groups on engaging reading activities that help them interact with texts more effectively and boost their test scores. These activities are based on Brian Cambourne’s research and include fun activities like cooperative cloze, retelling stories, understanding text schemas, building possible sentences, and working with texts.





Writing Workshop: 45 Minutes 

Students will write across the curriculum in all subject areas throughout the day, including during this period. They will engage in notebook writing, interdisciplinary studies, research skills, drafting, note-taking, revising, and publishing their work. Some genres may include: magazines, newspaper articles, letters, interviews, photo essays, how-to guides, attribute charts, historical fiction, and biographies.

Whole Class   10-15 Minutes

Modeled Writing, Read Aloud Mini-lessons. Teacher demonstrates strategies for brainstorming topics, drafting and revising, proofreading and publishing. Quality award-winning literature and authors are used as models.

Small, Flexible Groups   20-25 Minutes

Students work in small, flexible groups, with partners or individually, while the teacher moves around, offering support and observing. The notes the teacher takes help track progress, guide future mini-lessons, and plan share meetings. 

Whole Class   10-15 Minutes

Share meeting provides opportunities for students to respond to the process and content of the writing, set criteria for quality work, receive positive feedback, and form a community of writers who support, encourage, and celebrate together.







READING WORKSHOP

Students will have opportunities to be read to during read-aloud, shared Reading, time to read with a small group during guided Reading, and time to practice with “just right” books during independent and partner Reading. 


Read Aloud or Shared Reading

Whole Class   10-15 Minutes

Teacher models effective strategies including:
· Directional 1-1 matching, monitoring, self-correcting.
· Previewing to activate prior knowledge, notice details, language and clues, ask questions, and build expectations.
· Predicting and building theories and confirming and revising as needed.
· Visualizing using details and personal connections.
· Noticing author’s craft- language, point of view, characters.
· Rereading to clarify, prove guesses.
· Retelling.

Guided Reading for flexible small group (no more than 6 students)

Groups for Guided Reading   45 Minutes

Other students are working independently in Literacy Centers, which may include:
· Poetry center
· ABC center
· Retelling center
· Independent Reading
· Author Study Center
· Reading Buddy Center

Instead of literacy centers, students may read independently or with buddies from “leveled” book baggies. 








Independent Reading

Independent 20 Minutes

Students choose “leveled” books to practice strategies modeled during shared and guided Reading throughout the day. Teachers model strategies for the whole class, then confer with individual students while assessing phrasing, book choice, and comprehension. 



Additional Read Aloud for Quality Talk and Enjoyment also need to take place throughout the day. 

