Faculty Bulletin #__:    School Trips

Dear Colleagues:

I.  TRIPS:

1.     Trips in the Middle School should serve an educational purpose - i.e., provide a worthwhile experience that our pupils cannot have in any other way. For example, taking an ecological field trip to Pelham Bay Park for an Earth Science activity is permissible, whereas seeing a movie that has no other purpose than entertainment is not. Therefore, they must be educationally justified.
2.     All pupils of a given class go on a trip. The idea is that a teacher plans an educational experience, and that is the day’s education. This experience should be so worthwhile that it justifies the pupils missing all their classes. If you have a child you feel will endanger others’ safety, arrange with the Assistant Principal for that child’s supervision/well-being that day. Needless to say, this applies only to a handful of pupils in our school. Most children, even though they may be very difficult within the confines of a classroom setting, are not difficult when they are on the move on a trip.

3.     Our pupils represent our school; our reputation depends on their appearance and behavior. We also have an opportunity to show them what constitutes proper behavior for a citizen in public places.


4.     Please read the attached circular (ATTACHMENT NUMBER 1) carefully and comply with the regulations. Be particularly careful with parental notification and staff responsibilities while on a trip. 

All trips must be approved by the PRINCIPAL at least two weeks in advance. (See attached form)


5.
Please read the attached District Memorandum (ATTACHMENT NUMBER 2) on Yellow School Buses or New York City Transit Authority Subway passes. (Please duplicate the Subway Pass Request Form as needed). Bus information is on file in the Main Office. Please see the secretary.


6.     You must also notify cafeteria personnel, at least three days in advance of any school trip, of the following information: date, time of trip (which lunch periods are involved), the number of students that will be going on the trip, and whether or not you will need bagged lunches to be taken out, and the time the bagged lunches will be picked up from the cafeteria.

                                                                                                   Very truly yours,

