Faculty Bulletin #__: Homework Policy

Dear Colleagues:

RE:  HOMEWORK POLICY:    
The school community has always recognized homework as an important means of fostering students’ academic achievement and extending school activities into the home and community.  Homework assignments contribute significantly to improving the achievement levels and interest in learning of all students. Homework assignments should be given daily in accordance with the MINIMUM TIME ALLOTMENTS and should never be used as a punitive measure.

A.
The Value of Homework
Homework assignments serve to:

1. Increase the time spent on academic tasks to enhance students’ academic growth.

2.  Enable parents and other family members to become familiar with the school’s educational program.

3.  Help prepare students for class participation and reorganize the material studied so new insights can be developed.

4.  Reinforce concepts taught in areas of academic need.

B.         Objectives of Homework Assignments

Homework should:

1.  Reinforce, extend, and enrich skills and knowledge learned in school.

2.  Stimulate and further individual interest, thus forming a basis for productive use of leisure time.

3.  Develop independent study skills to foster initiative, responsibility, and self-direction.

C.        Characteristics of Effective Homework Assignments

To assure quality and value in homework, assignments should:

1.  Be an outgrowth of classroom instruction

2.  Be clear and definite

3.  Be evaluated and graded in line with a system that is understood by the class.

D.        Frequency and Quantity of Homework Assignments

Minimum time allotments (total for all subjects):


6th Grade   -   daily   -     1 hour



7th Grade   -   daily   -     1½ hours

8th Grade   -   daily   -     1½ hours
E.       The Teacher’s Role

1.  Explain homework goals to all students and parents

2.  Give purposeful assignments that will be consistent with instructional goals

3.  Prepare a variety of homework assignments according to the needs, interests, and abilities of the pupils. (Examples: Homework that involves writing, listening, reading, memorizing, observing, reporting, research, calculating, drill practice, study, interviews, creative assignments, etc.)

4.  Check, record, and review assignments regularly and return homework to students with meaningful evaluations and/or corrections. (Homework notebooks or folders are recommended to serve as a basis for parent-teacher conferences.)

             Most of our teachers are observing proper practices regarding homework. However, given the significant staff turnover over the last few years, I feel it is necessary to state that the following practices should be observed in all classes.

1.  Assignments are to be written on the board at the beginning of the period. Students should be expected to copy them upon entering. This exercise can serve as a directed activity, giving the teacher time to get organized and check previous homework (it is up to the teacher to ensure that the assignment is not started during the lesson).  

2.  Assignments should have a title (the topic) and be consecutively numbered so that those that were not completed can be checked.

3.  For classes working on grade level or above, the assignment can be in advance of the lesson. For most of our classes, however, the assignment should grow out of the work covered in class during the period.

4.  The best way to check homework is to use it as a reference during the lesson. Ask pupils to read from their paper when the information is needed. Do this for the same homework whenever this information is needed, even though some days have elapsed. Our pupils need to be taught that notebooks and homework are important, and the best way to do this is to make use of them. This is a superior practice to just marking down those who do not have it. The idea is to make the children feel that they missed something.  

Other ways to check homework include collecting papers from one row, going over them thoroughly at set intervals, and administering a quiz based directly on the homework at the beginning of the period. This latter practice makes useless the copying of homework, the favorite pastime of the official period.

5.  Teach the class how to do homework. Many youngsters do not know. Insist on proper headings and complete sentences, whereby the reader can distinguish the original question from the answer. 

6.  Mark the notebook and the homework for each marking period. If the assignments are numbered, it is easy for both you and the pupil to know if the collection is complete, etc. 

7.  Please have the assignment written in the plan book. Always include in this book a copy of any test you give.

8.  Include Extra Credit questions - based on special TV programs, newspaper reports, magazines,  maps, charts, etc.

Note: If you have developed any practices in addition to these that have been effective, please let your A.P., chairman, or staff developer know so that we can “spread the wealth.” Homework assignments that are closely related to the day’s instructional program not only contribute to improved academic achievement but also inform parents of the school’s instructional aims and the efforts being made to achieve them.









 Very truly yours,

