Faculty Bulletin #__: Support for Writing

Dear Colleagues:

The “walk-through” of our classes produced many positive observations and also many questions. Speaking with teachers and our students was a powerful way to determine whether expectations are clear. Corroborating evidence from a variety of classrooms established and confirmed specific school-wide patterns. 
To incorporate the District’s literacy beliefs, which align with the Standards, we need to closely examine the evidence of written work we are collecting from our students. Writing is our most powerful means of capturing and structuring thoughts and feelings. The Writing Initiative aims to ensure that all students are afforded frequent, regular, and varied opportunities to write and that all teachers can support them in their efforts. All teachers support this writing initiative by monitoring students’ work.

· A Reader’s Response Journal – a marble notebook where students write their response to literature. 
· A Writer’s Notebook – a marble notebook where the writing process begins, and ideas are born.
· A Loose Leaf Notebook for class notes: each child is to maintain a carefully kept notebook in which he will enter significant materials from the various curriculum areas. The notebook (loose-leaf book) is to be divided into appropriate sections, clearly labeled. As this is a permanent record of children’s work, an effort should be made to see that the notebooks are neat and accurate at all times. Be careful with spelling and information accuracy. To ensure accuracy, the teacher should move around the room while the children write in their notebooks. In addition, notebooks should be collected regularly and graded. All headings in the notebook (as in all writing) should be uniform, based on the model below:

NAME                                                                                   SUBJECT

DATE                                                                                    CLASS

        The Writer’s Portfolio – a writing portfolio is a purposeful collection of student work that exhibits the student’s efforts, progress, and achievements in one or more areas. The collection must include student participation in selecting content, the selection criteria, and evidence of student reflection. Allowing students to collect and reflect on examples of their work provides both an instructional component of the curriculum and an opportunity for students to assess their own growth.

Writing portfolios allow students to:

               Engage in self-reflection  - Learn to value their own work - See growth

The Writer’s Portfolio should include four different types of writing (narrative, expository, persuasive, and descriptive). One selection must demonstrate the entire writing process.

· Reading Folder – includes evidence for the 25 books as independent reading.
· Conference Log – many teachers are keeping their own notebooks, recording conferencing time and documentation of students’ strengths and challenges. This process begins with the (DRA) Assessment.
· AIS folders – All students who score in levels 1 and 2 are required to receive (AIS) Academic Intervention Services. Extra academic time during the school day must be created in the mini-schools. AIS services within each program should also include reduced student-teacher ratios, co-teaching, team teaching, before- and after-school classes, and improved guidance services. 

Academic Intervention Services include:

· Child Study Team

· Circular 6 Program

· Computer Lab

· Co-teaching and Team Teaching within class staffing that reduces student- 

         teacher ratios

· Crisis Intervention

· ESL Services

· Extended Year Program

· Group and Individual Counseling (Guidance)

· Guided Reading

· Hearing Impaired Services

· Inclusion Program

· Instructional Blocks (90 minutes)

· Instructional Support Team

· Morning Reading and Mathematics Enrichment

· Peer Coaching

· Project Success Extended Day Program

· Push in services using Title I funds

· Research Periods in the School Library

· Resource Room Services

· Saturday Programs

· Science and Math Institute

· Social Worker Counseling

· Speech and Language Remediation

· Support Services (guidance and attendance)









            Very truly yours,
