Faculty Bulletin #__: Performance Standards

Dear Colleagues:

Instruction is the critical area in which we must excel if we are to help our students achieve the highest standards.   Without the ability to read, understand, and write, students cannot succeed in school or, for that matter, in life.   We must ensure that all students receive a rigorous education, one that emphasizes basic knowledge and skills, as well as problem-solving skills applicable in the real world.   For this reason, we will examine the curriculum and effective instructional approaches to meet the needs of all children.

Implementing New Standards – Important Concepts

· Content standards define what students need to know and be able to do.

· Performance standards define “how good is good enough” through the examples of student work.

· Standards have deep implications for the roles of the principal, assistant principal, and teacher.

· Student work and a portfolio system can help organize and manage a standards-driven curriculum.

· Ongoing assessment should consist of on-demand examinations, portfolios, and teacher observation.

What will we be striving for at the Middle School?   What kinds of standards are important in becoming standards-based?

· Content Standards – Outline what students should know and be able to demonstrate in major subject areas.

· Performance Standards – Identify the extent to which students have mastered the content standards. A performance standard describes what student work looks like.

· Delivery Standards – They describe the educational environment that should be in place.

· Professional Development Standards – Describe what teachers should know and be able to do instructionally.

New Standards – English Language Arts

1. Reading – Reads and comprehends at least 25 books or book equivalents each year (at least four about one subject, four by a single writer, or four in one genre); reads and comprehends informational materials.

2. Writing – Produces five types of writing: report, response to literature, narrative account, narrative procedure, and persuasive essay.

3. Speaking, Listening, and Viewing – Participates in one-to-one conferences with adults and in group meetings; prepares and delivers an individual presentation; makes informed judgments about television, radio, and film.

4. Conventions, Grammar, and Language Usage – Demonstrates basic understanding of rules of language (grammar, paragraph structure, punctuation, sentence construction, spelling, and usage) in written and oral work; analyzes and revises written work.

5. Literature – Responds to nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama using interpretive, critical, and evaluative processes; produces work in at least one literary genre. 

“The work that kids produce is the most tangible evidence we have of our effectiveness as teachers.”

All classrooms must have libraries. Students must read at least 25 books or book equivalents each year. Materials of appropriate quality and complexity must be present in classroom libraries.
· The material should include traditional and contemporary literature (both fiction and nonfiction), as well as magazines, newspapers, textbooks, and online materials.

All classrooms must show evidence of reading comprehension and deeper understanding.

· A variety of Published Genres - Big books, Postcards, Poetry, Posters, Cartoons, Newspapers, Fact books, Dictionaries, Word lists, Picture books, Murals, etc.

· Classrooms must reflect the children’s efforts and be visually attractive. Work should be displayed prominently and changed frequently. 

· Displays should engulf students with meaningful print and material related to their daily classroom activities.

Very truly yours,

