Faculty Bulletin #__: Reading and Writing Strategies

Dear Colleagues:

The framework outlined below is a flexible organizational tool for classroom and reading teachers who want to engage children in a variety of literacy experiences and refine their teaching. In each component, teachers observe children’s responses fully and draw their attention to examples that illustrate the processes.

1. Reading Aloud

The teacher reads aloud to the whole class or small groups. A carefully selected body of children’s literature is used; the collection includes a variety of genres and reflects our diverse society. Favorite texts, selected for special features, are reread many times.
· Involves children in reading for enjoyment

· Provides an adult demonstration of phrased, fluent reading

· Develops a sense of story

· Develops knowledge of how texts are structured

· Increases vocabulary

· Expands linguistic repertoire

· Creates a community of readers through enjoyment and shared knowledge

· Makes a complex idea available to children

· Promotes oral language development

2. Guided Reading


           The teacher works with small groups of students with similar reading processes. The teacher selects and introduces new books, supports children in reading the whole text to themselves, and makes teaching points during and after the reading.

· Provides the opportunity to read many texts and a wide variety of texts

· Provides an opportunity to problem-solve while reading for meaning

· Challenges the reader and creates context for successful processing 

· Teacher selection of text, guidance, demonstration, and explanation is available to the reader

3.   Independent Reading

            Children read on their own or with partners from a wide range of materials. Some reading is from a special collection at their reading level.

· Provides opportunities to apply reading strategies independently

· Challenges the reader to work on their own and to use strategies

· Challenges the reader to solve words independently while reading texts well within their control

· Promotes fluency through reading

4. Shared Reading

             The teacher and children work together to compose messages and stories; the teacher serves as a scribe throughout the process.

· Demonstrates how writing works

· Provides opportunities to draw attention to letters, words, and sounds

5.  Interactive Writing

           As in shared writing, the teacher and children compose messages and stories using a “shared pen” technique that involves the children in the writing process.

· Helps children understand the “building up” and “breaking down” process in reading and writing

· Increases spelling knowledge

· Provides texts that children can read independently

· Provides written language resources in the classroom

6. Guided Writing or Writing Workshop

           Children engage in writing a variety of texts. Teachers guide the process and provide instruction through mini-lessons and conferences.

· Helps the writer develop his voice

· Provides chances to use writing for different purposes across the curriculum

· Builds the ability to write words and use punctuation

· Fosters creativity and the ability to compose 

7. Independent Writing

           Children write their own pieces, including retellings (in addition to stories and informational pieces).

· Provides a chance to use writing for different purposes across the curriculum

· Builds the ability to write words and use punctuation

· Fosters creativity and the ability to compose

8. Special Attention to Letters and Words and How They Work

           Woven through the activities in the framework, teachers have opportunities to help children notice and use letters and words; knowledge is further fostered through the alphabet centers and word walls.

· Helps children learn to use visual aspects of print

· Provides opportunities to manipulate letters and make words

The Essential Elements of Guided Reading

TEACHER

1. Selects an appropriate text, one that has a few problems to solve

2. Prepares an introduction to the story

3. Observes the reader’s behaviors for evidence of strategies used

4. Confirms children’s problem-solving attempts and successes

5. Interacts with individuals to assist with problem-solving

6. Makes notes about the strategy use of individual readers

7. Talks about the story with the children

8. Invites personal response

9. Assesses children’s understanding of what they read

10. Engages the children in extending the story through such activities as drama, writing, art, or more reading

CHILDREN

1. Engage in conversation about the story

2. Raise questions

3. Build expectations

4. Help in problem-solving when needed

5. Talk about the story

6. Check predictions and react personally to the story or information

7. Revisit the text at points of problem solving as guided by the teacher

8. May reread the story to a partner or independently

9. Sometimes engage in activities that involve extending and responding to the text (such as journal writing)

Classroom Environment

· __ The classroom has appropriate material for children to explore and work (independently, with partners, or in small groups) as active learners.

· __ The classroom environment promotes, reinforces, and extends literacy.

· __ The classroom displays a variety of meaningful print that has been composed with, by, and for the children. (i.e., charts, poems, words, labels, student work, etc.)

· __ The word wall is legible and easily accessible for children to use as a resource when reading and writing.

· __ The physical arrangement of the furniture is conducive to children working in cooperative learning groups.

· __ The tone of the room is conducive to learning.

· __ The teacher has placed appropriate literature for reading in the classroom library.

Practicing Literacy – Children Participate

· ________   in individualized instruction

· ________   in guided reading

· ________   in buddy/paired reading

· ________   in shared meeting, allowing them to reflect upon and discuss their literacy experiences.

                                                                                                Very truly yours,

