Faculty Bulletin #__: CLASSROOM STANDARDS – Student  

                                        Expectations 

Dear Colleagues:

        Dignity: We see students who look confident and ready to learn. They sit tall, proud of themselves and their abilities. They appear to have respect for themselves. They do not slouch about as if ashamed, but rather appear to have an inner strength. They feel secure and relaxed in the classroom. They are not constantly on guard, worried about pleasing everyone or winning every game, as if their worth as human beings depended on success or praise.

        Energy: Students are busy, engaged, and involved—the classroom hums with activity. We do not see much waiting, restlessness, or downtime. Students do not watch the clock; they are impatient for class to end. Nor do students work frantically, anxiously, stressfully, as if they have been whipped into action. They work with a comfortable energy.

        Self-Management:  Students are self-managing and self-motivating. They take responsibility for themselves. They make their own choices, begin and end on their own, and correct their own work when possible. They don’t need detailed orders. It is as if students are saying, “I’m taking care of what I need to take care of. I can manage. I don’t need to be told every little thing.”
        Community: We see students in comfortable relationships with peers and with persons of authority. Students listen to one another. They are accepting and accepted. They are respectful and respected. They do not tease or slight others. They don’t feel isolated, rejected, or disconnected from others. Nor do they become mired in self-centeredness or resentment. Problems may arise, but students and teachers resolve them in ways appropriate to respectful community living. A classroom that brings out the best in students and teachers, too, encourages them to learn in a supportive community rather than in isolation or in opposition to others.

        Awareness:   Students are thoughtful and alert; they know what is happening in the classroom. We see concentration, wonderment, creativity, and diligence. Students are not bored; they don’t plod through the day with dulled awareness. They do not handle their studies mindlessly. Students are attuned to the dynamics of the classroom, their own thoughts and feelings, and those of those around them.

        The Board of Education affirms all the right of students, provided that these rights do not interfere with the rights of others, the general social order, federal and state laws and regulations, and Board of Education policies. All students have the right to be treated equally and fairly, so that no student shall be discriminated against based on race, color, religion, economic status, sex, handicapping condition, or national origin, in the areas of freedom of expression, personal rights, due process, and access to school programs. It is also expected that students will assume the following responsibilities:

· To behave in a manner which will not interfere with the learning processes of fellow students.

· To attend school every day, be punctual, and report to every class on time.

· To show respect to peers, teachers, and school officials and not use profanity or obscenities.

· To not engage in extortion, carry weapons, or violate regulations concerning false fire alarms and bomb scares.

· To respect the property of other students as well as that of the school and community by not damaging, vandalizing, or stealing.

· To respect oneself by not using drugs, alcohol, or tobacco.

· To respect fellow students and/or school officials by not verbally or physically abusing, threatening, or engaging in any illegal act towards them.

·  To identify oneself to proper school authorities in or around the school upon request.

· To follow school rules relating to safety drills and leaving school grounds without proper authorization.

Textbooks

Textbooks must be properly used and returned. Textbooks are issued to each student. They are loaned to the student for the year only. Textbooks should be covered and kept clean. BY STATE LAW, DAMAGES MUST BE PAID FOR IN FULL BEFORE PASSAGE TO THE NEXT GRADE. Students must turn in all textbooks when withdrawing from school. If a textbook is lost, damaged, or destroyed, teachers shall not issue another book unless the students who marked or otherwise damaged school property or equipment are responsible for paying for the damage.

Personal Property
No toys are allowed at school without teacher approval and supervision. phones, electronic games, cameras, jewelry, and unnecessary sums of money should not be brought to school. They are the students’ responsibility. There will be no trading or selling of personal property; lost cash is rarely recovered.

Dress Code 

         The school’s dress code is established to teach hygiene, instill discipline, prevent disruption, avoid safety hazards, and assert authority. Because fads in dress and grooming are subject to sudden, sometimes radical changes, a basic rule is that students’ dress and grooming should not be suggestive or indecent, or so bizarre and unusual as to detract from the classroom environment. The final determination of acceptable dress and grooming rests with the administration and cannot be reversed.

Girls:
1. Dresses, skirts, culottes, and slacks are considered appropriate school attire; however, clothes of any length that are suggestive or indecent or which cause distractions will not be permitted.

2. Hair must be well-groomed. Hair worn to school in rollers or in pin curlers will not be permitted.

3. Good taste and moderation should govern makeup.

4. See-through garments, halter tops, open-back or low-cut blouses/dresses are not permitted.

5. Earrings are to be worn on the ears only and will be of a length that will not present a safety hazard. Loop rings will not exceed a quarter of the width in diameter.

Boys:

1. Belt buckles with large dimensions, studded belts, waistbands, or other studded attire will not be worn.

2. Trousers will be worn anchored at the waist and not pulled down to ride the hips.

3. Work boots, steel-toed boots/shoes, shoes with soles that mark the floor, or shoes with exceptionally thick soles, taps, cleats, etc., will not be worn at school. Shirts designed to be worn tucked into trousers will be tucked in. Shirts must have sleeves.

4. Tank tops, crop tops, and muscle shirts will not be allowed.

5. T-shirts will be allowed as outerwear only if they are colored or have a design.

6. Earrings: one small stud or small loop is acceptable.

7. Chains are not to be worn as belts.

Unisex:
1. Shorts and other play attire are generally not considered conducive to a good learning climate; however, knee-length walking shorts will be permitted. Cutoffs, exercise/bicycle shorts will not be permitted.

2. Net shirts will not be allowed unless a “T” shirt is worn underneath them.

3. Caps, hats, bandannas, or non-prescription sunglasses will not be worn in the school building.

4. Wearing attire advertising drugs, alcoholic beverages, Satanism, gang affiliation, or suggestive immorality is prohibited.

5. Patches, pins, or buttons on clothing may be worn to school as long as they do not present vulgarity. Patches are not to be worn in places that could be considered suggestive or vulgar. Indecent or inappropriate patches, writings, or drawings on clothing will not be permitted. 

Very truly yours,

